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this updated edition traces spain s history from prehistoric times to the present
focusing particularly on culture society politics and personalities

the present work is an attempt to give in one volume the main features of spanish
history from the standpoint of america it should serve almost equally well for
residents of both the english speaking and the spanish american countries since
the underlying idea has been that americans generally are concerned with the
growth of that spanish civilization which was transmitted to the new world one of
the chief factors in american life today is that of the relations between anglo
saxon and hispanic america they are becoming increasingly important the
southern republics themselves are forging ahead on the other hand many of
them are still dangerously weak leaving possible openings for the not unwilling
old world powers and some of the richest prospective markets of the globe are in
those as yet scantily developed lands the value of a better understanding
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between the peoples of the two americas both for the reasons just named and for
many others scarcely calls for argument it is almost equally clear that one of the
essentials to such an understanding is a comprehension of spanish civilization on
which that of the spanish american peoples so largely depends that information
this volume aims to provide

an invaluable introductory textbook that provides students with a concise
overview of the whole sweep of spanish history from its prehistoric origins right
through to the present day simon barton offers a clear and balanced account of
the country s strikingly rich and diverse history this is an ideal core text for
dedicated modules on spanish history and iberian history or a supplementary text
for broader modules on european history which may be offered at all levels of an
undergraduate history spanish or european studies degree in addition it is a
crucial resource for students who may be studying the history of spain for the
first time as part of a taught postgraduate degree in spanish european history
spanish history or european studies new to this edition revised and updated
throughout in light of the latest research provides coverage of recent events
such as the 2004 madrid bombings the general election of 2008 and the
legalization of gay marriage includes additional maps and figures

one of the world s leading authorities on the history of spain provides an
authoritative overview of the vital role that country has played in the history of
the western world of illustrations 70 b w illustrations

despite being relatively brief this very readable history covers environmental
political social economic cultural and artistic elements and is very open to
regional variations and to the extent that the history of the peninsula and of its
political groupings was far from inevitable its tone is accessible supported by
boxes providing supplemental information and is perfect for travellers to spain

mary platt parmele s a short history of spain offers a succinct yet richly
informative traversal through the vibrant historical landscape of spain reflecting a
narrative style that is both engaging and educational parmele weaves together
significant events cultural transformations and societal shifts from ancient times
to the early 20th century the book situates itself within the broader context of
historical writing in the late 19th century characterized by its accessibility to a
general audience demonstrating parmele s ability to distill complex historical
narratives into digestible insights while emphasizing themes of national identity
exploration and cultural fusion that have shaped spain s unique character mary
platt parmele was an esteemed american historian educator and author whose
scholarly pursuits were deeply rooted in a desire to make history both intriguing
and approachable her diverse educational background and keen interest in
european cultures propelled her to explore spanish history comprehensively
parmele s insights were influenced by her experiences and the prevalent thought
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processes of her time particularly the emphasis on nationalism and the revival of
interest in the histories of underrepresented nations this book is highly
recommended for both casual readers and history enthusiasts alike as it provides
an accessible introduction to spain s rich heritage parmele s thoughtful analysis
not only illuminates the complexities of spanish history but also invites readers to
reflect on its lasting impact on contemporary society this engaging narrative is an
essential read for anyone wishing to deepen their understanding of spain s
significant contributions to world history

insightful and accessible a social history of modern spain is the first
comprehensive social history of modern spain in any language adrian shubert
analyzes the social development of spain since 1800 he explores the social
conflicts at the root of the spanish civil war and how that war and the subsequent
changes from democracy to franco and back again have shaped the social
relations of the country paying equal attention to the rural and urban worlds and
respecting the great regional diversity within spain shubert draws a sophisticated
picture of a country struggling with the problems posed by political economic and
social change he begins with an overview of the rural economy and the
relationship of the people to the land then moves on to an analysis of the work
and social lives of the urban population he then discusses the changing roles of
the clergy the military and the various local government community and law
enforcement officials a social history of modern spain concludes with an analysis
of the dramatic political economic and social changes during the franco regime
and during the subsequent return to democracy

curiously enough though spain is the most popular holiday destination in europe
its history is probably unfamiliar to the vast majority of its visitors for the
discerning traveller therefore this series fills a very important gap it gives a brief
readable summary of the country s history and a gazetteer allows you to fit the
sights you can see today into the turbulent and fascinating story of the land the
good book guidespain during its golden age was a political giant whose influence
spanned the world from germany to the western pacific a traveller s history of
spain takes the reader on a journey from the earliest settlements on the iberian
peninsula through the influences of the romans the goth and the muslims the
traumas of expansion and the end of empire the bitter civil war the franco era and
ends with an analysis of spain today and her future in europe as a leading member
of the european community

from bloodthirsty conquest to exotic romance stereotypes of spain abound this
new volume by distinguished historian stanley g payne draws on his half century
of experience to offer a balanced broadly chronological survey of spanish history
from the visigoths to the present who were the first spaniards is spain a fully
western country was spanish liberalism a failure examining spain s unique role in
the larger history of western europe payne reinterprets key aspects of the
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country s history topics include muslim culture in the peninsula the spanish
monarchy the empire and the relationship between spain and portugal turning to
the twentieth century payne discusses the second republic and the spanish civil
war the book s final chapters focus on the franco regime the nature of spanish
fascism and the special role of the military analyzing the figure of franco himself
payne seeks to explain why some spaniards still regard him with respect while
many others view the late dictator with profound loathing framed by reflections
on the author s own formation as a hispanist and his evaluation of the
controversy about historical memory in contemporary spain this volume offers
deeply informed insights into both the history and the historiography of a unique
country

every school and public library should update its resources on spain with this
lively and succinct narrative of spain s long and rich historical experience
emphasizing people rather than abstract developments this narrative makes
spanish history readable and engaging based on the most recent scholarship it
examines the politics society economy and culture of spain chronologically
focusing on the last two centuries pierson a noted authority on spanish history
traces spain s foundations in the roman empire and muslim conquest to its
golden age in the late middle ages its subsequent decline and its struggle to build
a democratic government and modern economy following the dictatorship of
francisco franco the work provides a timeline of events in spanish history brief
biographies of key figures and a bibliographic essay of interest to students and
general readers an introductory chapter offers an overview of spain today its
geography government and politics economy religion and culture the next few
chapters discuss its earliest cultures its place in the roman empire its
christianization and years as a germanic kingdom and its incorporationin 711 c e
by military conquest into the world of islam the energies developed in the
christian reconquest of spain led to its embarkation on the conquest of an
overseas empire in the americas and the philippines that lasted for more than
300 years and had a profound effect on global history the interests of the
habsburg 1516 1700 and bourbon 1700 1808 1814 1868 and 1875 1931
dynasties on the spanish throne made spain a major player in european power
politics into the years of the french revolution and napoleonic wars by 1825 its
resources drained spain painfully adjusted to straightened circumstances
endured civil wars and dictatorships and struggled to build a democratic
government and modern economy which it has accomplished today

excerpt from a history of spain the present work is an attempt to give in one
volume the main features of spanish history from the standpoint of america it
should serve almost equally well for residents of both the english speaking and
the spanish american countries since the underlying idea has been that
americans generally are concerned with the growth of that spanish civilization
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which was transmitted to the new world one of the chief factors in american life
today is that of the relations between anglo saxon and hispanic america they are
becoming increasingly important the southern republics themselves are forging
ahead on the other hand many of them are still dangerously weak leaving
possible openings for the not unwilling old world powers and some of the richest
prospective markets of the globe are in those as yet scantily developed lands the
value of a better understanding between the peoples of the two americas both
for the reasons just named and for many others scarcely calls for argument it is
almost equally clear that one of the essentials to such an understanding is a
comprehension of spanish civilization on which that of the spanish american
peoples so largely depends that information this volume aims to provide it
confines itself to the story of the growth of spanish civilization in spain but its
ultimate transfer to the americas has been constantly in the writer s mind in the
choice of his material as will appear from the frequent allusions in the text an
attempt is made to treat spanish institutions not as static which they never were
but in process of evolution from period to period the development of spanish
institutions in the colonies and the later independent states it is hoped will be the
subject of another volume about the publisher forgotten books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks
com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books
uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare
cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may be
replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works

this is a new release of the original 1833 edition

the history of modern spain is a comprehensive examination of spain s history
from the beginning of the 19th century to the present day bringing together an
impressive group of leading figures and emerging scholars in the field from the uk
canada the united states spain and other european countries the book
innovatively combines a strong and clear political narrative with chapters
exploring a wide range of thematic topics such as gender family and sexuality
nations and nationalism empire environment religion migrations and spain in
world history the volume includes a series of biographical sketches of influential
spaniards from intellectual cultural economic and political spheres which
provides an interesting alternative way into understanding the last 220 years of
spanish history the history of modern spain also has a glossary a chronology and
a further reading list this is essential reading for all students of the modern
history of spain

medieval spain is brilliantly recreated in all its variety and richness in this
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comprehensive survey likely to become the standard work in english the book
treats the entire iberian peninsula and all the people who inhabited it from the
coming of the visigoths in the fifth century to the reign of ferdinand and isabella
integrating a wealth of information about the diverse peoples institutions
religions and customs that flourished in the states that are now spain and
portugal joseph f o callaghan focuses on the continuing attempts to impose
political unity on the peninsula o callaghan divides his story into five compact
historical periods and discusses political social economic and cultural
developments in each period by treating states together he is able to put into
proper perspective the relationships among them their similarities and
differences and the continuity of development from one period to the next he
gives proper attention to spain s contacts with the rest of the medieval world but
his main concern is with the events and institutions on the peninsula itself
illustrations genealogical charts maps and an extensive bibliography round out a
book that will be welcomed by scholars and student of spanish and portuguese
history and literature as well as by medievalists as the fullest account to date of
spanish history in the middle ages
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