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designed to reform contemporary british society joseph addison and richard steele s the
tatler 1709 1711 and the spectator 1711 1712 1714 rely heavily on the representation of
contemporary manners in shaping such behavioural images the authors made use of the
satirical  character sketch their  character sketches re create social  interactions between
fictionalised representatives of moral types of men and women located in contemporary
london this study examines how addison and steele employed the character sketch to create
a  cosmography  of  wo  man  by  actively  engaging  with  the  observational  approaches  of
contemporary  naturalists  addison  and  steele  adapted  distinctly  empirical  methods  e  g
induction and deduction note taking repeated and collective observation and appropriated
the medico legal case study to communicate and disseminate socio moral knowledge at the
same time the character sketch served them as a means to establish a taxonomic order of the
socio moral  knowledge conveyed in the texts the study sheds new light on the literary
techniques and the methodological frameworks of two journals essentially associated with
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the british and the european enlightenment

eighteenth century characters offers a concise introduction to the eighteenth century using
characters as its starting point elaine m mcgirr presents contextualized readings of stock
characters from canonical and popular literature such as the rake and the fop the country
gentleman the good woman the coquette and the prude the country maid and the town lady
the catholic the protestant and the british other each chapter explores how a character s
significance and role changes over the century illustrating and explaining radical shifts in
taste ideology and style also featuring illustrations a chronology and a helpful bibliography
and further reading section this essential guide will  provide students with the necessary
background to understand the period s literature and to embark on further study

during the georgian period there was a remarkable proliferation of seductive visual imagery
and written accounts of female performers focusing on the close relationship between the
dramatic and visual arts at this time this beautiful and stimulating book explores popular
ideas  of  the  actress  as  coquette  whore  celebrity  muse  and  creative  agent  charting  her
important symbolic role in contemporary attempts to professionalize both the theatre and
the practice of fine art gill perry shows how artists such as gainsborough reynolds hoppner
or lawrence produced complex images of  female performers as fashion icons coquettes
dignified queens or creative artists the result is a rich interdisciplinary study of the georgian
actress published for the paul mellon centre for studies in british art
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